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as a last illustration of the growth of insidious inhibitions
brought on by the growing efficiency of this modern in-
dustrial system, addiction to sport of one kind and another
and preoccupation with sportsmanlike interests and values
has spread from the levels of gentility down through the
body of the population, until this category of dissipations
has become almost the sole ground of common interest on
which workingmen meet or hold opinions. It is safe to say
that one-half the volume of printed matter daily put out
for popular consumption is devoted to sports j a classifica-
tion aiming to include all ramifications of the sporting in-
terest would probably rate the proportion somewhat higher.
The mere, direct waste of time and substance involved
in this ubiquitous addiction to sports and their adoration
need perhaps stir no one's apprehension. That much of dis-
sipation may nowise exceed the salutary minimum; though
persons with a predilection for artistic and intellectual dis-
sipations may be moved to deprecate addiction to dissipa-
tions of this crude and brutalising nature. What is more to
the point here, however, is the fact that this preoccupation
with the emulative and invidious interests of sportsmanship
unavoidably has an industrially untoward effect on the tem-
per of the population, bends them with an habitual bias in
the direction of trivial emulative exploits and away from
that ready discrimination in matters of fact that constitutes
stone and concrete pavements, and the like refractory substances, are so
ubiquitous in modern life that the unprotected human foot is at a dis-
advantage. The resulting necessity of a hard and heavy protection for
the feet, by the way, is a typical case of the systematic handicaps which this
state of the industrial arts carries along as an unavoidable deduction from
its gross efficiency.